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SUMMER’S END
A hush has fallen over the camp. The sounds
of children laughing and playing have all
faded and been replaced with the now audible
sounds of insects and birds chirping...
But there are many memories from the
summer of 2014. We had over 930 campers
and somewhere between 55-65 staff helping
throughout each week or for just a day. It takes a
lot of volunteers to help things run smoothly.
We trained 17 college students and 33 teens who
served on staff this summer. We couldn’t run camp
without them. They cabin led, washed dishes, cleaned,
mowed, taught activities, shared the gospel, interacted
with campers, led children to the Lord, worked with
the horses, guarded at the pool, facilitated ropes
events…and that’s not the half of it. Throw in dealing
with homesickness, colds, bumps and bruises,
chiggers, sunburn, being disciplinarian, heat and
lack of sleep. And you have a bunch of staff, that
can’t wait to come back and do it all over again!
All campers spent time daily under the sound teaching
of the Word of God. Younger campers also enjoyed
object lessons and missionary stories. Time was
given in the afternoons for scripture memory.
Junior campers had fun with building castles, painting
their team’s ‘Coat of Arms’, watching live jousting
on the sports field, team relays as well as the usual
morning activities and afternoon swimming, canoeing

and horseback riding.
They reunited with old friends
and made new friends. Many
left in tears, begging parents
to return another week.
Day Camps were at capacity or
overbooked which kept Jessica Scruggs
and her team busy. The campers were
able to make their own sword, shield and
crown, do a little cooking, play water games
and swim, go horseback riding and rock
climbing and explore and play in the river.
Teens not only enjoyed the normal camp activities
but they also had fun zipping down 600 ft. zip lines,
swinging through the tree tops and flying through
the air in the high adventure area. There was also
some intense team competition and creative skits.
Girls Discipleship had 11 girls, who wanted to
deepen their walk with Christ. They had some
‘dig deeper’ teaching and independent study time.
They learned how to work together as a team,
hold each other accountable, and share their
struggles. They did a service project at Front Porch
Ministry in Nashville, and had a lot of fun. They
are each meeting with a mentor for prayer and
bible study throughout this next school year.
We praise the Lord that there were about 80 children
and teens that accepted Christ as Savior this
summer. The blood, sweat and tears, was worth it all.
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Remember the Knights
I remember the nights. The strange sounds and new places sent chills through me as I sat in bed, blanket wrapped around
me in a cocoon of protection. The world was a much bigger place than I had thought. Crashes in the night sent me running
through the rows of bunks to the first bed, its occupant always sleeping peacefully. At least until I jumped on him. But he was
a knight, and it was his duty to protect us from the world outside the door. “I have to go to the bathroom,” I said. The knight got
up and walked with me. Out the door, through the forest we walked, bare trees sending up their grotesque arms to the black
and looming sky. I stayed near my knight, because I knew he would protect me. And he did. He was great and valiant, striking
fear into the hearts of dragons and foes and monsters under my bed. There were many children under the watch of my knight,
but he loved us all.
During the day, we had fun. I spent many of my daylight hours playing with the other children, and there were always many
activities going on. I swam in the river, ran through the woods, learned to tie knots, and sat by the fires. Sometimes, one of
the kids would be caught in the current, or get lost in the woods, or burn themselves in the fire, but there was always a knight
there watching, ready at a moment’s notice to jump in the water, rush into the woods, or put out the fire.
Over the years, I had many knights watch over me and guide me. It was their duty, I know, but there was always something
else. They wanted to see me succeed. I went from nights of being led by a torch-wielding knight to picking up my own torch
and finding my own way. And I knew from early on that I wanted to be just like them. I would be a knight. You’ll see. And just a
few, short years later my training began.
I went out as I had many times through the years. During the day, we labored. I spent many of my daylight hours working with
the other knights-to-be, and there were always jobs to be done. I navigated the river, marched through the woods, learned to
wield swords, and built the fires. I climbed mountains; I built boats, and learned techniques to scare away the monsters under
the beds. I cooked meals; I cleaned storerooms, and saw myself become the very thing I admired most.
I kept my eye on the prize until the final day. They called my name. They said “well done.” They gave me a sword. They
assigned me a term. I am a Knight.

APPRECIATION DINNER
Dec. 2nd 6:30 pm – RSVP by Nov. 24th

Family Camp
Bursting at the seams, describes Mid-South Family
Camp of 2014. Many families shared a cabin in order
to fit more people in for this growing camp over Labor
Day weekend. Art and Lois Manning did a great job
keeping 50+ children busy with crafts and Bible lesson
chalk talks, while the adults and teens enjoyed ministry on “Christian Evidences” with Rob Sullivan.
And who knew we had so much great talent for talent
night, from 3 years old up to 40 something. There was
singing, instrumentals, poetry, and it was all just plain
amazing.
Everyone enjoyed various tournaments, canoeing,
swimming, corn hole, horseback riding or just rocking
on the porch catching up with old friends.
We are already packed for next year with a waiting
list for lodge rooms and one available cabin in the
campground!

I remember the nights. The place was familiar; I had grown up there. It really is a small world after all. In the first bed, I
slept peacefully, until a noise of the night sent a little one to jump on me. “I have to go to the bathroom.”
I grabbed a torch, and walked with him. Out the door, through the forest, the big trees silhouetted against the beautiful night
sky. He stayed close by me; I was his knight; I would protect him. And I did. I struck fear into the hearts of dragons and foes
and monsters under the bed and creepy crawly spiders and even others’ shadows. And I was the one to dive into the river or
run looking through the woods and put out the fires. There were many little ones under my watch, and I loved them all. We
left the bathhouse and walked back to the cabin. I put down my flashlight and got back into bed. Wow, I sighed. Being a camp
counselor sure has changed me.

Prayer & Praise

Financial Update

Pray For
• Preparations for summer 2015
• Follow-up with campers

By: Daniel Errico, SIT – age 17

• Fall Teen Retreat
• Junior Retreat

$

25,372.00

Capital Fund

$

71,989.00

Core Staff

$

0.00

Camper Scholarships

$

5000.00

Most Wanted List

Praise Him For

• 2-3 new commercial vacuums with on
board attachments
• Kirby G series vaccum-can be used
• Plastic pool chairs
• Adirondak chairs
• Sturdy black music stands
• Oscillating drum sander
• Bench top band saw
• DVD player

• A packed out Family Camp
• Over 80 professions of salvation
• His grace and mercy
• Safety throughout the summer
• A full fall retreat schedule

FOR INFORMATION

General Op. Fund

PLEASE CALL:
931-364-7656
or fax: 931-364-3039
www.hortonhaven.org

Matt Phelan

Doug Lindley

Jennifer Loudon

Executive Director

Facilities Director

Food Service Director

Kevin King

Wendy Phelan

Camp Director

Registrar & Guest
Services Coordinator

Are you aware or connected
with any Grants/Foundations/
Organizations that you think would
want to be a part of camper
scholarships, capital development
or operational expenses? Or, does
your company do matching?
Contact Matt Phelan at the camp

Check us out on Facebook.

HORTON HAVEN CHRISTIAN CAMP
& CONFERENCE GROUNDS
PO Box 276
Chapel Hill, TN
37034

The mission of Horton
Haven Christian Camp
is to create a camp
environment where people
can come to know and
follow Jesus Christ.

Special Announcements
We ask you to join with us in prayer as the camp has
the opportunity to purchase additional acreage surrounding the camp. If you have questions, call Matt
Phelan.
We are looking for a few volunteers to help us send
birthday cards to campers during the year. It can be
done from home, and will not involve a large amount
of time if we can get several volunteers. We will
provide the postcards, pre-printed address labels and
stamps. If you are able to help with this, please
contact Dave King at kingdavid1943@gmail.com.

